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tions to the teachers were either insufficiently clear or unfocused. At the conference it was decided that each published
packet should have a brief introduction
which would state clearly the rationale
for the packet, the significance of the
material included, the teaching objectives,
and the concepts and skills offered. All the
teachers agreed that although the packets
needed revision, they are eminently worthy
of use and will be appreciated by thousands
of teachers throughout the country.
High School
Student Response

Most teachers reported positive student
response to the new materials and new
methods they presented in their classrooms
as a result of the Sarah Lawrence Institute.
Young women, however, responded more
enthusiastically than young men, though
the latter did respond favorably if the
material was presented in a way which
made it seem relevant to their own lives
and interests. One teacher advertised on
the school radio and through posters with
a special pitch, "Men! Wouldn't you like
to know as much about women in American history as women know about men?"
Her class was oversubscribed with 20 boys
and 13 girls. A course on Changing Sex
Roles in a Changing World attracted 25
students at Western Reserve Academy in
Cleveland, a very respectable number for
this private school. The course was of equal
interest to men and women. Some teachers
reported a defensiveness on the part of boys
and even mothers who objected to "sissy"
courses, but another teacher claimed that
her male students were sensitive and openminded and were engaged in collecting
materials from newspapers and magazines
exhibiting stereotypes of or discrimination
against women. The only male teacher
at the Institute reported "no noticeable
difference in the reaction of my students
to the Sarah Lawrence College ideas on the
basis of their gender." An Institute teacher
from Bay Ridge High School in Brooklyn,
New York, an all-girls school with a Black
population, reported that women's studies
is the most popular elective.

Conclusion

It is clear that the effect of the Institute
will not end with this pilot year. All the
high school teachers urged that others be
given an opportunity to participate in
similar programs. They agreed with the proposal of the AHA's Committee on Women
Historians that new institutes be established to cover other modalities in women's
history and to reach new populations representing other regions of the country,
other racial and ethnic groups, and a greater number of males.
The Sarah Lawrence pilot program gave
43 high school teachers the opportunity
to study women's history with dedicated
and outstanding scholars. The Institute
also gave the scholars an opportunity to
deepen their understanding both of the
educational process and of the potential
of women's history as stimulus to historical
study. The Institute developed a core of
high school teachers dedicated to women's
history who have upgraded their own professional status and become agents for
history and for change in their schools
and their communities.
Forty-three teachers are a small group,
however. The need and interest still remain
to create a large nucleus of teachers able to
introduce women's history into high schools
across the country. D
Amy Swerdlow was Project Director of the
Sarah Lawrence Institute and will direct
the 1978 Stanford Institute.

Second Summer Institute
to Be Held at Stanford
The second Institute in Women's History
for Secondary School Teachers, sponsored
by the American Historical Association ,
will be held at Stanford University from
June 25 to July 15, 1978, under the
general direction of Amy Swerdlow , formerly of Sarah Lawrence College, now at
Rutgers University. The Stanford Institute
will be geared to helping secondary school

teachers integrate women into the teaching
of western civilization and world history.
Specific goals of the Institute include
the following:
1. To acquaint high school teachers with
the recent scholarship in women's history;
2. To introduce them to new theories
and techniques useful for the interpretation
of women's history;
3. To improve their skills in finding and
creating sources for the teaching of
history-in preparing audiovisual materials,
conducting oral history interviews, using
major written document collections;
4. To apply newly acquired insights
and information directly to the revision of
instructional materials used in high schools.
Emphasis on Family,
Chicana History

The Stanford Institute will emphasize
family history as well as women's history,
and in so doing introduce teachers to the
use of demographic techniques and quantitative methods. A unique offering will be
the study of Chicanas and the Chicano
family, of special interest to teachers in
the Far West. To meet these goals, the
Institute will use not only Stanford's resources, but also those of the Hoover
Institute, the Center for Research on
Women, and the San Francisco Bay
community .
The Stanford Institute in Women's
History for Secondary School Teachers
was conceived and initiated by the Comrnittee on Women Historians of the American Historical Association . It will be conducted by the Department of History at
Stanford , under the direction of Carolyn
Chappell Lougee. Members of the lnstitute faculty will include Estelle Freedman
of Stanford and Renate Bridenthal of
Brooklyn College. The Institute will also
be planning, for the summer of 1979, a
major conference on the teaching of
women's history in the high schools.
Stipends covering tuition and travel are
available for the 1978 Summer Institute.
For further information, write immedi atel y to Professor Carolyn Chappell Lougee,
Department of History, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305. D
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